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President's Message

I want to take this opportunity
to introduce myself and
express what an honor it is to
be the Detroit League of
Women Voters' new
president. My name is Rebeka
Islam. I am a mother, an
activist, and an immigrant
from Bangladesh.

My community involvement
runs deep, with voting rights
at the forefront of my
activism. I have experienced
first-hand how a lack of

opportunities and awareness, coupled with indifference and unresponsiveness from civic
leaders, was leaving my community behind. The experience nurtured a strong desire to
create positive change for immigrants and minority populations through community
service. I am driven to uplift my community through education, grassroots activism, and
expanding access to resources.

Thank you for your support which brought me to this position. I am eager to work with
you to create a more perfect democracy. Thank you for the opportunity to serve.

Rebeka Islam
President, League of Women Voters of Detroit

Calendar of Events

Michigan will hold the following statewide elections in 2022:
• August 2, 2022: Primary
• November 8, 2022: General election

For more information regarding offices on the ballot and FAQs about the polls, see Ballotpedia.

The Detroit League is co-sponsoring three candidate forums in July (see below). Click
here for more information on candidate forum events. A recording of these events will be
available online after the production date.

https://ballotpedia.org/Michigan_elections,_2022
https://lwvdetroit.org/virtual-events/
https://lwvdetroit.org/recordings-past-events/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQY99sP0blw&t=8s
https://lwvdetroit.org


Candidate Forum: US
Congress, 13th District

� July 12, 2022

The League has invited 10
candidates (9 Democrats and 1
Republican) to this forum,
which will be privately recorded
via Zoom, with League
members serving as moderator
and timekeeper.

To participate in this forum,
submit your questions to
lwvgrossepointe.org by
noon on July 11, 2022.
Submitted questions should be
for all candidates. 

Cosponsored by the Grosse
Pointe and Detroit Leagues.

Candidate Forum:
Wayne County

Executive � July
21, 2022

This forum will be
privately recorded via
Zoom.

For information on
candidates running for
Wayne County Executive,
see the Wayne
Dispatch.

Cosponsored by the
Detroit League and the
Detroit Alumnae Chapter
- Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.

Candidate Forum:
Wayne County

Sheriff  � July 26, 2022

This forum will be privately
recorded via Zoom.

For information on the
candidates running for Wayne
County Sheriff, see the Wayne
County News.

Cosponsored by the
Detroit League and the Detroit
Alumnae Chapter - Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

ICYMI�Event Recordings

In case you missed it,

you can watch LWVD candidate forums and workshop recordings  on our website:

RECORDINGS/PAST EVENTS WEBPAGE .

CitizenDetroit  
Candidate Info Videos    

Know Your Candidates

CitizenDetroit, has invited 100 candidates
running in Southeast Michigan to record
their pitches, so the public can learn more
about who they are and what they stand for.

https://lwvgrossepointe.org
https://www.thewaynedispatch.com/index.php/race-heats-up-for-wayne-county-executive/
https://waynecountynews.net/meet-the-candidates-for-wayne-co-executive-sheriff/
https://lwvdetroit.org/recordings-past-events/


Watch the Fox 2 news clip (right) about the
venture. FMI: go to citizendetroit.org.

CLICK HERE to view State
House and State Senate
candidate messages.

Member Spotlight:
Rhonda Craig

 
Our July spotlight is on Rhonda Craig,
who became LWVD copresident with
Suzanne Cleage in 2015 when League
leaders invited political and community
activists to join the Detroit League � at
the time a Members-at-Large (MAL).

In 2018, Rhonda took on the distinct role
of president, leading LWVD, which serves
Detroit, Hamtramck, and Highland Park,
encouraging informed and active
participation in government at the local,
state, and national levels. For the last five
years, she hasn't looked back.

During Rhonda's tenure as president, the
Detroit League regained its official chapter
status after being inoperable for more than
eight years. LWVD now has more than 60
members, a thriving website, an
online newsletter, and a legion of stellar
committees providing nonpartisan voter
information services.

For example, the Voter Services Committee hosts voter registration drives in Detroit,
Hamtramck, and Highland Park. Focusing on unregistered voters at high schools,
community colleges, and naturalization ceremonies, LWVD volunteers have helped to
register thousands of Americans.

Under Rhonda's leadership, LWVD has developed partnerships with numerous
nonpartisan organizations: Voters Not Politicians, When We All Vote, Get Out the Vote,
Promote the Vote, CitizenDetroit, and the Michigan ACLU, as well as Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Tau Alpha Omega Chapter. Rhonda
has also worked closely with metro area Leagues to produce and moderate candidate
forums.

At the pandemic's start, Rhonda guided the Detroit League's collaboration with the Detroit
Public Library, pooling their resources to offer voter information and education that
encourages voter turnout. The LWVD/DPL partnership has produced more than a dozen
virtual forums and workshops. From their first program (Voting Safely), which "aired" in
September 2020 at the height of the shutdown, to the moving historical presentation from
Rhonda herself (African American Suffrage Movement: Fighting Against All Sides), the
talks promote voter education and tools for action. Other popular forum topics have

https://www.citizendetroit.org
https://informdetroit.org


included How Political Cartoons Happen, Detecting Disinformation and "Pink
Slime," and Voting Accessibility: The Disability Experience.

But there's another side to Rhonda Craig that not many people know. 

CLICK HERE to read Rhonda's spotlight in full.

Membership Renewal Time

Membership with LWVDetroit Starts July 1 of Each Year 

Membership with LWVDetroit is an excellent way to get involved in your community and
play an active role in government. You add your voice to a powerful force of League
members from all 50 states, Washington DC, Hong Kong, and the Virgin Islands, giving
us the political influence needed to build a voice for citizens and a force for change.

Annual dues for 2022-2023:
✔︎ Individual Membership (join or renew) � $60
✔︎ Adding 2nd Membership for someone in the same household (join or renew) � $30
✔︎ Household Membership for 2 members in the same household (join/renew
   simultaneously) � $90
✔︎ Students � $0*

Please renew your Membership at lwvdetroit.org/membership using a credit card
and our ONLINE MEMBERSHIP APP . Or print out and complete the OFFLINE
MEMBERSHIP FORM and send it along with a check made out to the League of
Women Voters of Detroit (PO Box 2503, Detroit, MI  48202-9998).

NOTE: LWV has permanently waived membership dues for students.* Take advantage of
this offer by completing the Offline Form.

LWVD also has funds to provide complimentary memberships and is happy to do so if
requested.  For more information, contact Cheryl Bukoff, Membership Coordinator, at
313-288-9590 or lwvdetroit@gmail.com.

*The League recognizes a student as someone at least 16 years of age, registered at an accredited

high school or college, and enrolled in at least one one-credit course.

New Leadership for LWV Detroit

The Nominating Committee (Deborah Bunkley,
Valerie Ash, and Gerry Barrons) presented a new
slate at the LWVD Annual Meeting on June 18,
2022. Following approval, the membership voted
to elect new officers and directors for 2022-2024. 

https://lwvdetroit.org/member-spotlight/
https://lwvdetroit.org/membership/
https://lwvdetroit.org/donations/membership/
https://lwvdetroit.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/LWV_OfflineMembershipApplication.pdf
https://lwvdetroit.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/LWV_OfflineMembershipApplication.pdf
mailto:lwvdetroit@gmail.com


This year the League has a new president, Rebeka
Islam, who accepted this role knowing she would be
supported by a superb team of seasoned
leaders.  Rhonda Craig, outgoing President
continues on the board in the role of Secretary and
ensures an orderly transition of power.  Members
praised Rhonda’s excellent leadership and gracious
spirit. Her hard work and vigilance led the League
through formative and challenging years. 

The role of Voter Services Coordinator remains vacant until a member volunteers to accept the
position � which we hope will be soon! If any member is interested in this role, please contact
Gerry Barrons at lwvdetroit@gmail.com.

The following Officers and Directors were elected:

President � Rebeka Islam
Presides at all meetings; identifies issues of policy or governance for discussion; speaks for the
League orally or in writing; represents the Detroit League at state and national meetings.
 
Voter Services Coordinator � Current Vacancy
Develops a strategy for voter registration; coordinates voter education events such as candidate
forums; distributes voter education materials.
 
Secretary � Rhonda Craig
Records and maintains the minutes of League meetings.
 
Director at Large � Anne Parker
 
Current Board Members serving 2021-2023:

Treasurer � Charlene McNary                    
Develops budget in coordination with leadership; maintain League funds; process dues
payments.
 
Membership Coordinator � Cheryl Bukoff   
A cheerleader for the League, encouraging the leadership team and members to build League;
develops plans to recruit new members.
 
Director-at-Large � Elois Moore

In League,

Gerry Barrons
Nominating Committee Member

Michigan Department of State/
 Bureau of Elections

A weekly virtual series hosted by the
MI Department of State

mailto:lwvdetroit@gmail.com


& MI Bureau of Elections

VOTE SMART
Become an active bystander in

defense of Michigan's Democracy!

Join a new virtual series to help equip
Michigan voters with fact-based elections information and tips on how every voter can
become an active bystander supporting Michigan's democracy and elections.

July � November, weekly sessions will be a deep dive into the Michigan election
process, featuring department staff and experts who will provide helpful voter how-
tos plus tips on how voters and partners can help prepare their communities for election
season.

Seating is limited. Reserve your spot!
Click the link below to 1) register for upcoming sessions, 2) submit a question for the
hosts to answer live on the call, and 3) subscribe to receive updates about the sessions. A
replay recording will be available after each session.

 VOTE SMART Sign-up and Registration

 Questions? Contact DemocracyMVP@Michigan.gov

Arabic Language Ballots Now
Available in Hamtramck & Dearborn

From LWV Dearborn�Dearborn Heights: 
The city councils of Hamtramck and Dearborn passed resolutions earlier this year to make
Arabic-language ballots available for their communities. Hamtramck and Dearborn
clerks, Wayne County Clerk Cathy M. Garrett, and Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson’s
administration worked to ensure the availability of Arabic-language ballots in the local clerks’
offices by the constitutional deadline (June 23). Arabic-language ballots are available for
absentee voting and will be available at polling locations on Election Day. Hamtramck also offers
ballots in Bangla.

CLICK HERE to read the blog.

LWVUS Convention Impressions

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FW75T22C&data=05%7C01%7CReinhardtS%40michigan.gov%7Ca8031eb591d941f122cd08da5f9f5f16%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637927435350410623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z4UbLGr%2BkcQmZ3SexjPD0cdiwXZbc994hB51n2JiwNA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:DemocracyMVP@Michigan.gov
https://lwvdetroit.org/arabic-language-ballots-now-available-in-dearborn-and-hamtramck/


LWVUS held its biennial national gathering in Denver, CO (Thursday, June 23 to Sunday, June

26, 2022), offering a unique hybrid platform for in-person and virtual attendees. LWVUS

reported 1100 convention delegates (500 in-person and 600 virtual), with 56 delegates

representing 23 of 32 Michigan Leagues. Two representatives from LWV Detroit describe their

convention experience:

Sara Weertz (Virtual)
The purpose of the LWVUS Convention is to decide the League's path for the next two years.
While the Convention offered more than 50 caucuses, workshop presentations, and meetings for
both in-person and virtual attendees (see the recordings link below), I devoted my time and
attention to the plenaries as League business is decided at these sessions. The plenaries also
offered a bird's-eye view of the Leaguewide program Campaign for Making Democracy
Work: Voting Rights, Improving Elections, Campaign Finance/Money in Politics,
and Redistricting. Immersed in the Campaign are the League's Democracy Truth Project
(Mis/Disinformation) and a commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI). 

As LWVD webmaster, I have a unique understanding of League activities as I post to
lwvdetroit.org daily. As a Convention delegate, however, I gained a newfound respect for our
local League's grassroots power and strength. My delegate role furthered my understanding of
the League's hierarchical structure and how the components of the Campaign for Making
Democracy Work guide our local League. My experience illuminated the education and advocacy
platform that fuels the League's mission impact work, putting into perspective the tremendous
efforts of LWV Detroit, solidifying our goals, and practicing what we preach.

It was an honor to represent Detroit at my first League convention. I will look forward to
attending the LWVMI Biennial Convention in 2023.

Deborah Bunkley (In Person)
This convention exceeded my expectations, starting with my honor to serve as a delegate
representing Holland, MI. 

Following an extraordinary train ride from MI to CO and having been alerted along the way to a
possible registration problem, I checked in early. Crisis averted. My early arrival made for a
fortuitous introductory conversation with other delegates, especially those from MI. However,
rather than stay at the Sheraton Hotel, I stayed at a friend's condo (which was fabulous) and
borrowed their car to attend the conference. Soon after my arrival, meter parking problems
emerged: I had to move my car every two hours to avoid tickets. Fortunately, this, too, was
promptly resolved. 

I had issues with the WIFI connection, which unfortunately carried on until Sunday, the last day
of the convention. I could neither access the convention program nor upload the convention

https://lwvdetroit.org


agenda without WIFI access. So I just had to wing it.

I covered much ground, starting with the Thursday evening plenary and a get-together dinner
with MI delegates. I met a delegate from Traverse City, so we sat together during the incredibly
enlightening Black Lives Matter presentation on Friday. We played a personality diversity,
equity, inclusion (DEI) game that I recognized from a former state board meeting. (Even though
I couldn't remember my colors, I played along without comments.) I also attended the plenaries
on Saturday and Sunday, as well as lots of caucuses and workshop presentations from numerous
leagues. The following is just a sampling:

☞ Rationale for taking an Election Security Position (LWV Colorado)

☞ Becoming the 51st State (LWVDC)
☞ Changing bylaws to include 14-year-olds as LWV members (LWV Alaska, Missouri)
☞ Met and heard testimony from newly elected board members (LWV nominating committee)
☞ Litigation (LWVUS)
☞ VOTE411 (LWVUS)
☞ Training new voters with Civics 101 (LWVUS along with state and local leagues)
☞ Climate Change (LWVUS)
☞ People Powered Fair Maps & Redistricting (LWVMI)
☞ And the list goes on

Surrounded by many intelligent and articulate folks, I found the convention both educational and
fun. I loved every minute of it. But, for me, the convention highlight was the march for abortion
rights. On Friday afternoon, hundreds of convention attendees joined hundreds more Coloradans
who marched from the hotel to the steps of the Denver Capitol in protest of the Supreme Court's
decision to overturn a woman's right to choose. It was the perfect place to be after the ruling!
 
Despite the mishaps, this was the best of all League conventions, and I've been to a few. I add
that as a woman of color, everyone was represented. DEI is working. Let's celebrate this more as
we move forward. LWV has come a long way since its 2016 convention in Washington, D.C.

Deborah Bunkley (below) sporting her LWV "Superwoman" T-shirt at the Denver Capitol
(June 24) protesting the U.S. Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v. Wade. 

LWVUS recorded all the Convention events:

LINK TO CONVENTION RECORDINGS

https://lwvdetroit.org/shop/
https://lwvdetroit.org/shop/
https://lwvdetroit.org/shop/
https://lwvdetroit.org/shop/
https://lwvdetroit.org/shop/
https://convention.lwv.org/agenda?login=ML


Recordings of all Convention events will be available via
 convention.lwv.org/agenda for at least the next month.

Click here for an LWVUS 2022 Convention summary of actions  (from lwvma.org).
Click here for a more detailed account of the work of the Convention.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, grassroots organization working to protect and expand voting
rights and ensure everyone is represented in our democracy. We empower voters and defend democracy
through advocacy and education. The League neither endorses nor opposes candidates or political parties.
Membership is open to men and women at least 16 years of age.
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