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President's Message

Friends, 

After a summer hiatus, the Detroit League
resumes membership meetings with a
slightly different schedule. Rather than
meeting every month, we have moved to
meet bimonthly. So, starting Saturday,
September 17, we will hold membership
meetings every other month. For the time
being, we will continue to meet virtually via
Zoom.

Attending membership meetings is the best way to engage with fellow members and get
involved with our local League. Speaking of engagement, an item on the September
meeting agenda will be recruiting members for committee work. Start by reading the
feature article below that describes various LWVD committees.

Before the membership meeting, Cheryl Bukoff, LWVD membership coordinator, emails
the Zoom link to members, but you need not be a member to attend. If you know someone
interested in attending our membership meetings, have them contact Cheryl at 313-288-
9590 or lwvdetroit@gmail.com.

CLICK HERE for the 2022-2023 membership meeting calendar.

Additionally, we have a handful of events coming up in September so mark your calendars!
As we inch closer to Election Day (November 8), we ask that all members attend this
month's membership meeting and join us for our September events. We must keep our
connection strong and show up for the community.

I will look forward to meeting with all of you on Saturday, September 17 at 10 am.

Rebeka Islam
President, League of Women Voters of Detroit

Calendar of Events

Michigan will hold the General Election on Tuesday, November 8, 2022

See Ballotpedia for more information regarding ballot races and FAQs about the polls.

LWVD Membership Meeting �
Saturday, September 17, 2022 @ 10am

https://lwvdetroit.org/board-membership-meeting-schedule/
mailto:lwvdetroit@gmail.com
https://lwvdetroit.org/board-membership-meeting-schedule/
https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
https://lwvdetroit.org/lwvdetroit-newsletter/
https://lwvdetroit.org


Starting Saturday, September 17, the Detroit League
resumes membership meetings on a bimonthly
schedule. Please join us, and invite a friend by
sharing this newsletter. Our membership meetings are
open to all; you need not be a League member to attend. 

Cheryl Bukoff, LWVD membership coordinator, emails the
meeting zoom link to members. If you or someone you
know is interested in attending a membership meeting,
contact Cheryl at lwvdetroit@gmail.com or call 313-
288-9590.

Click the button below for the 2022-2023 LWVD meeting calendar.

2022-2023 Meeting Calendar

Voting Rights: The Struggle to be
Counted

Each Sunday (September 4 to November 6 at 7pm) ,
Phil Portlock, a Washington, DC-based photographer, film
producer, and voting rights activist, screens his documentary
about the history of African American voting rights in the

United States and the continuing threats to those rights. Q&A follows the 25-minute film. Click
here for more info. 

Portlock's Zoom Link

County Commissioners & Judges:
Weighing Local Government

� September 13, 2022 

RECORDING COMING SOON

Start preparing for the General Election by learning about the
role of the Third Circuit Court and the Wayne County Commission and what to consider when
voting/electing county commissioners and judges. 

Co-sponsored by the Detroit League and Detroit Public Library, who recorded this program.
LWVD will post the recording on its website. Image credit: Ruth Koelewyn.

Protecting Democracy:
Rally for Full Equality

� Wednesday, September
21, 2022 @ 12noon on the
State of MI Capital Steps

Organizers will rally against the recent
attacks on democracy, such as defunding
libraries, school board takeovers, and
censorship efforts against books with
content about slavery, people of color and
LGBTQ persons.

Spirit of Democracy: Spirit
of Detroit Plaza �

Thursday, September 29,
2022 @ 5:30pm

Join All Voting Is Local, LWV Detroit,
and other nonpartisan organizations for
the Spirit of Democracy event (at 2
Woodward Ave, Det, MI 48226. Wear
your LWV T-shirt.

Celebrate those who make our democracy

mailto:lwvdetroit@gmail.com
https://lwvdetroit.org/board-membership-meeting-schedule/
https://lwvdetroit.org/phil-portlocks-film-voting-rights-the-struggle-to-be-counted/
https://lwvdetroit.org/phil-portlocks-film-voting-rights-the-struggle-to-be-counted/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5093772291?pwd=RE94MndGVXdpU3I0blQwclRZL0lwdz09#success
https://lwvdetroit.org/recordings-past-events/
https://allvotingislocal.org/
https://lwvdetroit.org/shop/


Click Here FMI

Hosted by Equality
Michigan with LWVMI as a

cosponsor.

Event Flyer

strong and work to make sure the voices
of the people are heard at the ballot box. 

The event is free and open to the public. 

National Voter Registration Day (NVRD) � September 20, 2022
LWV lives and breaths voter registration on a daily basis, but they make a special

effort on National Voter Registration Day. 

Visit the NVRD website

Voter Registration Drive 
Project Room � 6513

Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI
48202 @ 6:20pm

This year on NVRD, LWV Detroit will
hold a special voter registration drive at
the Project Room.

Visit the Project Room

Delta House NVRD
Celebration  DSTS Foundation
HQ�24760 W. 7 Mile, Detroit,

MI 48240 @ 4-8pm

LWVD Detroit also partners with the Detroit
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
to host a voter registration table. 

Free food, music, and prize. Get NVRD swag
and info about the General Election.

Cosponsored by LWV Detroit and other
nonpartisan organizations. 

WONder Woman Awards
Banquet � Thursday,

September 22, 2022 @ 5:30-9pm

The Women's Official Network (WON) will celebrate
its 25th anniversary with an event highlighting three
phenomenal women. One of the award recipients is
the League's own, Kathleen Straus, former president
of the League of Women Voters.

We send hearty congratulations to Kathleen Straus, a well-loved and
treasured member of the Detroit League!

Hosted by the Women's Official Network (WON) Foundation .

Banquet Registration & Tickets

https://lwvdetroit.org/protecting-democracy-rally-for-full-equality/
https://equalitymi.org/
https://lwvmi.org/
https://equalitymi.org/events/protecting-democracy-rally-for-full-equality/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org
https://www.roomproject.org/
https://www.roomproject.org
https://www.roomproject.org
https://www.wonfoundation.net
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/MTU2NzA1


Sign up for Tuesday sessions, featuring voter how-tos and a deep dive into Michigan
elections. Session recordings are available and will be automatically emailed
to your inbox, but only if you register in advance.

September 13, 2022 @ 12noon to 1pm � Absentee Voting 101
September 20, 2022 @ 12noon to 1pm � Security of Absentee Voting: Why no one
can steal your vote or vote twice
September 27, 2022 @ 12noon to 1pm � Counting Absentee Ballots: How
counting boards work and why they matter

MI Vote Counts is a non-partisan web series hosted by the Michigan Department of State
and Michigan Bureau of Elections.

Questions? Contact DemocracyMVP@Michigan.gov

MI VOTE COUNTS Registration

Team Spotlight: George Cook, Betty Burdette
& Laura Isom  
By Cheryl Bukoff   

With the General Election less than two months away, LWV is focused on its get-out-the-

vote efforts. Our September spotlight, therefore, is on LWVD members who take the voter
registration mission to heart. Voter registration is part and parcel of our Voter Services
Committee. While there are several members on this Committee, three members do the
lion's share of voter registration work: George Cook, Betty Burdette, and Laura Isom.  

Unfortunately, Laura could not join us, so I interviewed George and Betty about how and
why they got involved in this all-important volunteer work. We had a fascinating
discussion, and I appreciated learning about their histories contributing to their current
League endeavors. 

One of six children, George was born in Detroit, MI, and grew up in the Brewster projects.
He ran track and played football at Northeastern High School. Describing his football
career as “155 pounds of fighting fury,” George added, speaks more to his passion than
skill.  

Betty grew up in a family with four children in Lawrenceville, VA, and went to a segregated
high school until her junior year, when two school systems merged.  Even though
Lawrenceville was a small community, Betty feels fortunate to have lived there because she
was motivated by the African American student teachers from St. Paul’s College, a
historically black college in her hometown. The student teachers served as role models for
the town youth, resulting in 75% of her graduating class matriculating to college. Betty,
herself, graduated from North Carolina Central University, an HBCU, in Dunham, NC.

George’s career started in probation and parole, working with the courts through the
federal Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) program. After George left
the courts, he worked in treatment alternative services to street crimes, first with the
Detroit Psychiatric Institute and ultimately reaching his goal, working for Thumb
Correctional Facility (aka “the Thumb”) in Lapeer and the jail system in Macomb County.
George thoroughly enjoyed his career in prison services. For him, getting to know the
inmates and the communities they came from created a more humane workplace. 

mailto:DemocracyMVP@Michigan.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W75T22C


Click here to read the Team Spotlight in
full

 
Feature Article: Committee Work

The following is an introduction to
Detroit League committees.

LWVD hopes members will pledge to
join at least one committee...and we
won't stop you if you want to sign
up for more.

The following is a preliminary list of committees and active participants. Please contact
LWVD (lwvdetroit@gmail.com) if your name should be included.

Voter Registration Grant � Sarah Niskanen, Chair & Anne Parker
Time-limited committee fulfills grant responsibilities to register students and new citizens
by holding registration drives at high schools and naturalization services. 

Diversity, Equality, Inclusion (DEI) � Cheryl Bukoff, Gerry Barrons, Cheryl
Birks; Angela Simmington & Mame Jackson
Ongoing committee develops DEI goals and works to address membership, collaboration,
services, and reports with a DEI lens. (Review DEI statement on About Us webpage.)

Speakers Bureau � Rhonda Craig, Chair; Charles Thomas & Anqunette
Sarfoh
Ongoing committee receives training to represent LWVD in presentations about the
League to other organizations and addressing issues of League advocacy.

Observer Corps � Roberta Deering, Chair & Cheryl Bukoff
Committee regularly attends and reports on meetings of the Wayne County Board of
Canvasssors and the Wayne County Elections Board.

VOTE411 � Susan Slattery, Chair; Deborah Bunkley & Sara Weertz
Committee is active during elections, contacting candidates for written responses
regarding their candidacy, which are downloaded to the VOTE411 Voter Guide (online
and print); the latter is distributed throughout the community and is published in The
Detroit News.
 
Membership � Cheryl Bukoff, Chair & Gerry Barrons
This committee acts as a cheerleader, encouraging the Board and members to build the
League by recruiting new members; manages the membership list and renewal activities.

Voter Services � Vacant, Chair; George Cook; Betty Burdette; Laura Isom;
Anne Parker; Cheryl Birks; Rhonda Craig; Cheryl Bukoff; Ruth Koelewyn &
Jennifer Dye
Committee responsibilities are divided into two areas:

1. Voter Registration�hosts voter registration tables at community events; provides
voter rights information; empowers people to get out the vote.

2. Voter Education�partners with metro-area Leagues, Detroit Public
Library, and other nonpartisan groups to host in-person and
online forums, providing nonpartisan candidate and ballot issue information. 

Commission Engagement � Cheryl Birks, Chair; & Cheryl Bukoff
Committee identifies boards and commissions in Highland Park, Hamtramck, and Detroit;
designs and distributes advertising to encourage community attendance at and
membership on these boards and commissions.

Nominations � Gerry Barrons, Chair; Valerie Ash & Deborah Bunkley
LWVD Board of Directors nominates this committee to develop a slate of board members
willing to run for office; members vote on the slate during the Annual Meeting.

https://lwvdetroit.org/member-spotlight/
mailto:lwvdetroit@gmail.com
https://lwvdetroit.org/about-us/
https://www.vote411.org
https://lwvdetroit.org/membership/
https://detroitpubliclibrary.org/


LWV Detroiter Newsletter � Sara Weertz & Cheryl Bukoff
Committee designs and writes articles, and contacts others for newsletter contributions.

Elected Officials Guide �  Angela Simmington, Chair
Committee follows election results to update the Elected Officials Guide and distributes
it throughout the community, website, and LWV Detroiter newsletter.

Website (lwvdetroit.org) � Sara Weertz, Chair
Committee maintains all aspects of the website, ensuring content is bipartisan,
informational, and up to date.

Candidates Forums  � Rhonda Craig, Chair
Committee meets for certain races to develop in-person and online candidate forums (with
or without partners/cosponsors); responsibilities include the design and distribution of
candidate invitations and forum advertising, securing venues and facilities set up,
conducting the forums, and managing the forum recordings.

LWVD is always in need of volunteers to assist with committee work. If you're interested
in hearing more about specific committees and/or you're willing to volunteer your time
in a particular area, please contact us at lwvdetroit.org and use the committee name
in the Subject Line.

Alone we do so little; together we can do so much.  � Helen Keller

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, grassroots organization working to protect and expand voting
rights and ensure everyone is represented in our democracy. We empower voters and defend democracy
through advocacy and education. The League neither endorses nor opposes candidates or political parties.
Membership is open to men and women at least 16 years of age.
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