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Black History Month 2023
“We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today.
We are confronted with the fierce urgency of now.”   

~Martin Luther King, Jr. in his historic address at a meeting of Clergy and

Laity Concerned. The meeting was held at the Riverside Church in New York

City on April 4, 1967�exactly one year before King was assassinated.

From Cheryl Marie Graeve (LWV/NICD Network)  � “The words of Dr. King
reverberate for all of us. They were a call to action in the ’60s. They remind us to face
our history as we observe Black History this month. And, they are a timely
(yes, urgent) call to action to each of us to do our part to secure our democracy for
generations to come.” 

Click HERE to read highlights of Black History Month celebrations from LWVUS,
some of our sister leagues, and the White House.

There's a New Board in Town

https://blackhistorymonth.gov/
https://lwvdetroit.org/black-history-month-celebrating-team-lwv/
https://lwvdetroit.org


You may remember that a few months ago, the Nominating Committee sought
volunteers to complete the terms for certain Detroit League board positions.
Well, the Nominating Committee is pleased to announce that they have filled
those positions and then some:

OG member Deborah Bunkley has stepped in as president
after Rebeka Islam stepped down.
Long-standing member Susan Slattery has reprised her role
as treasurer following Charlene McNary's resignation.
Newcomer Tim Martin has taken on the long-vacant Voter
Services chair.

Please join us in sending a hearty welcome to our new board members. Look
for more discrete profiles of the board in upcoming issues of LWV Detroiter.

In anticipation of the 2023 elections at our Annual Meeting in June, the
Nominating Committee will be seeking nominations for these board roles:

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Membership Chair

Nominate yourself or another member. You don't need any special training or
experience. Your willingness to serve is the prime credential, and long-term
members will help you learn the ropes.

For anyone interested in a position on the board, we encourage you to start
attending our board meetings. The LWV Detroit Board meets on the first
Tuesday of every month. For the Board meeting schedule, click HERE.

If you would like more info on any of these positions, please send an email of
interest to Gerry Barrons at gerbarrons2@att.net.

Nominating Committee,

Valerie Ash, Gerry Barrons & Deborah Bunkley

February 2023
Detroit League

Membership Meeting

Join us for the LWV Detroit February membership meeting on
Saturday, February 18, 2023 (10�11:30 am)

Click the purple button below to join the meeting.

On the agenda is a welcome of our new Board of Directors, a discussion about
LWVMI's existing program programs as well as whether there is a need for
additional topic studies,* and guest speaker Representative Helena Scott, who
will explain the move to push up the Michigan Primary earlier in the year and

https://lwvdetroit.org/board-membership-meeting-schedule/
mailto:gerbarrons2@att.net


how this might affect voters.

*Existing positions for LWVUS are available in Impact on Issues. LWVMI positions may be
found at https://lwvmi.org/lwvmi-positions.

Click here to join the membership meeting

NOTE: LWVD membership meetings are on the third Saturday of every other
month. League membership meetings are open to the public. You don't have to be a
member to attend. For more information about LWVD membership, contact our
membership chair Cheryl Bukoff at 313-288-9590 or lwvdetroit@gmail.com.

LWVMI Convention 2023
Save the Date: The League of Women Voters of Michigan will hold its
biennial convention on May 19-21, 2023, at the Kellogg Hotel & Conference
Center (East Lansing, MI). The Convention allows us to conduct the important
business of the state League while creating and renewing friendships with
League members across the state. This year's in-person Convention promises
to be informative, productive, and fun. Unfortunately, there is no virtual
option. Click the blue button below for more information about the LWVMI
2023 Convention.

LWVMI 2023 Convention

Erasing the
Voting Rights Act

The Detroit Public Library and
Detroit League of Women Voters
continue their collaborative series � partnering in talks promoting voter
education and tools for action � with the first virtual forum of 2023
entitled Erasing the Voting Rights Act on Tuesday, February 21 at 6 pm.

Professor Ellen M. Katz, Ralph W. Aigler Professor of Law at the University of
Michigan Law School, provides an overview of the history of the Voting Rights
Act and how judicial decisions, particularly from the Supreme Court, have
limited the statute’s impact.

This program is free, but you will need to register in advance. A Zoom link will
be sent to registrants before the program. Click the red button below to
register.

https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
https://lwvmi.org/lwvmi-positions/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86466765235
mailto:lwvdetroit@gmail.com
https://lwvmi.org
https://lwvmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Lg-Links-Feb2023-ConvenIssue.pdf


After the program, LWVD will post a recording of this forum on
its Recordings/Past Events webpage.

Photo from the Library of Congress.

To register for this event, click
here

Depolarizing
Conversations about

Race and Public Policy

Virtual Workshop: Saturday, February 25, 2023 (2-5 pm)

Depolarizing Conversations About Race is a three-hour online skills
workshop for difficult but necessary conversations between White
Americans about race and public policy.

The free workshop seeks to improve the culture of conversations
about race and provide a constructive alternative to the polarized and
judgmental exchanges that dominate our current discourse.

Click HERE for more info about this workshop and registration.

This event is brought to you by Braver Angels as part of their mission to
depolarize America.

Interested in Donating?

Thank you in advance for your interest in supporting LWV Detroit.
Click the button below for several ways to give.

Donate to LWVDetroit

SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER!

Please help us spread the word

https://lwvdetroit.org/recordings-past-events/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/erasing-the-voting-rights-act-tickets-519020673807
https://lwvdetroit.org/depolarizing-conversations-about-race-and-public-policy-skills-for-difficult-but-necessary-conversations-between-white-americans/
https://braverangels.org
https://lwvdetroit.org/give-to-lwv-detroit/


about the League of Women Voters
of Detroit. Share this newsletter

with friends and family.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, grassroots organization working to protect and expand voting
rights and ensure everyone is represented in our democracy. We empower voters and defend democracy
through advocacy and education. The League neither endorses nor opposes candidates or political parties.
Membership is open to men and women at least 16 years of age.
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